RE:	Solicitation Announcement
NHLBI Vascular Interventions/Innovations and Therapeutic Advances (VITA) Program 
Dear Researcher:
Today the National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute (NHLBI) released a new funding opportunity for the second round of the VITA Program.  VITA is contract program supporting translational research projects that address unmet needs in vascular disorders, thrombotic diseases, and pulmonary hypertension.  Interested innovators can review the solicitation on the U.S. government’s FedBizOpps website: (https://www.fbo.gov/) at this link:  https://www.fbo.gov/index?s=opportunity&mode=form&tab=core&id=0bb04310bbea538924d8f00bbb997acb&_cview=0.
The VITA Program uses a contract mechanism and a milestone-based approach to target early-stage translational development of biomedical product candidates. Currently, the VITA Program has nine active projects, each with its own objective.  To understand the breadth and scope of these projects, and the specific areas targeted by the VITA program, please refer to the VITA website at this link: (http://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/research/resources/vita).  
VITA projects are designated as Stage A, which are early stage translational projects (e.g., preclinical proof of concept studies) or Stage B projects, which are more advanced translational projects (e.g., IND-enabling studies or early stage clinical trials).  Stage A proposals may request Direct Costs of up to $600,000 divided over a 3-year performance period.  Stage B proposals may request up to $1,200,000 in Direct costs divided over a 3-year performance period.   
On July 16, 2015 from 1:00pm to 3:00pm Eastern time, the NHLBI will host a webinar to explain the application, review, and awarding processes.  Additionally, questions about the solicitation that are submitted prior to the webinar will be addressed in the presentation.  Live questions will not be entertained at the time of the webinar.  Potential Offerors are encouraged to review the solicitation at https://www.fbo.gov/index?s=opportunity&mode=form&tab=core&id=0bb04310bbea538924d8f00bbb997acb&_cview=0
and may submit questions to the VITA mailbox at NHLBI_VITAROUND2@mail.nih.gov up until July 14, 2015 for discussion during the webinar.  The mailbox will remain active and questions may be submitted after the webinar.    
If you are developing an innovative technology for treatment and/or diagnosis of vascular disorders, thrombotic diseases, or pulmonary hypertension, please consider responding to the VITA solicitation.
Best regards,
The VITA Program Team	
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