
All the times are in Eastern Time (ET) zone. 

2026 Sickle Cell in Focus Conference 
DAY 1 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24TH 2026 
8:00AM – Registration Check In 

8:30AM – Opening Remarks from RADM Richard Childs, MD, NHLBI 
8:35AM – Remarks from Prof. Joseph Plummer, MBBS, DM, UWI 

SESSION ONE: SCD Databases around the world and how to harmonize data 
Chair: Jennifer Knight-Madden, MBBS, FRCPC, PhD 

8:40-9:05AM Creating a Contemporaneous Cohort in SCD 
Robert Cronin, MD, MS 
The Ohio State University 

9:05-9:30AM The ASH Research Collaborative Sickle Cell Disease Research Network 
Charles S. Abrams, MD 
University of Pennsylvania 

9:30-9:50AM Africa Databases 
Leon Tshilolo, MD, PhD 
Université Officielle de Mbujimay 

9:50-10:10AM Caribbean Databases 
Jennifer Knight-Madden, MBBS, FRCPC, PhD 
The University of the West Indies 

10:10-10:30AM Brazil Databases 
Anna Cristina Silva-Pinto, MD, PhD 
University of São Paulo 

10:30-10:50AM UK/Europe Databases 
Noemi Roy, MBChB, BSc, DPhil, MRCP, FRCPath 
University of Oxford 
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10:50-11:10AM United States: GranDad Database 
Joshua Rivenbark, MD, PhD 
University of North Carolina Chapel Hill 

11:10-11:25AM: BREAK 

SESSION TWO: The Untransfusable SCD Patient 
Chair: Kamille West-Mitchell, MD 

11:25-11:55AM Prevention of Alloimmunization 
Stella Chou, MD 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia 

11:55-12:25PM Hyperhemolysis Syndrome: A Frequently Overlooked Yet Deadly 
Transfusion Complication 
Patricia Shi, MD 
University of Washington 

12:25-1:15PM LUNCH 

SESSION THREE: Genetic Therapies in SCD: What We Know and What We Need To Know 
Chair: John Tisdale, MD 

1:15-1:45PM Ten Years of Clinical Genetic Therapies: Overview of Current and Future 
directions 
Alexis Leonard, MD 
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital 

1:45-2:15PM Comparative Analysis of CRISPR-Cas9, Lentiviral Transduction, and Base 
Editing for Sickle Cell Disease in a Murine Model 
Selami Demirci, PhD 
NHLBI 

2:15-2:45PM In vivo Gene Therapy 
Rahul Palchaudhuri, PhD 
Tessera Therapeutic 

2:45-3:15PM The Right Patient at the Right Time 
Julie Kanter, MD 
University of Alabama, Birmingham 

3:15-3:30PM  BREAK 
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SESSION FOUR: Genetic Therapies in SCD: Clinical Benefits and Complications 
Chair: Mark Walters, MD 

3:30-4:00PM Improvements in Health-related Quality of Life After Curative Therapies 
Mark Walters, MD 
University of California, San Francisco 

4:00-4:30PM Cardiopulmonary Complications 
Parker Ruhl, MD, MHS 
NIAID 

4:30-5:00PM Cerebral Complications 
Lori Jordan, MD, PhD 
Vanderbilt University 

5:00PM Day 1 closing remarks 

DAY 2 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25TH 2026 
8:00AM – Registration Check In 

8:30AM –  Opening Remarks from Julie Panepinto, MD, MSPH 

SESSION ONE: HbS Polymerization Initiates Sickling but Inflammation Drives the 
Sickle Pathology 
Chair: Swee Lay Thein, MD 

8:35-9:05AM SCD is an Exemplar of an Inflamma-ageing Condition (Overview of 
Accelerated Aging in SCD) 
Rialnat Lawal, MD, PhD 
NHLBI 

9:05-9:35AM Evidence of Chronic Inflammation 
Erica Sparkenbaugh, PhD 
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill 

9:35-10:05AM SCD is Associated with Early Onset of Clonal Hematopoiesis 
Lachelle Weeks, MD, PhD 
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 

10:05-10:35AM Stress-induced Aging of Hematopoietic Stem Progenitor Cells 
Shannon McKinney-Freeman, PhD 
St. Jude Children’s Hospital 

10:35-10:50AM BREAK 
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SESSION TWO: Complications and Survival in Sickle Cell Disease 
Chair: Monika Asnani, MBBS, MSc, DM, PhD 

10:50-11:20AM: Complications During Pregnancy in Patients with SCD 
Lydia Pecker, MD 
Johns Hopkins Medicine 

11:20-11:50AM Predictors and Complications of Sickle Nephropathy 
Santosh Saraf, MD 
University of Illinois College of Medicine 

11:50-12:20PM All-cause Mortality and Survival in Sickle Cell Disease 
Xin Tian, PhD  
NHLBI 

12:20-1:20PM LUNCH 

SESSION THREE: Sickle Cell Disease and Sickle Cell Trait : The Grey Zone 
Chair: Julia Xu, MD, MScGH 

1:20-1:50PM Functional Changes in Stressed Sickle Cell Trait Erythrocytes 
Nigel Key, MBChB, FRCP 
The University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill 

1:50-2:20PM Does Sickle Trait Cause “Sickle Cell Crisis”? 
Julia Xu, MD, MScGH 
University of Pittsburgh 

SESSION FOUR: New Horizons in SCD Management: From Improving Lifestyle to 
Therapeutics 
Chair: Matthew Hsieh, MD 

2:20-2:50PM Sweat Away the Pain: Beneficial Effects of Regular Exercise 
Philippe Connes, PhD 
Claude Bernard University Lyon  

2:50-3:20PM: Eating Well: the Role of Gut Microbiota in the Relationship Between Diet 
and Staying Healthy 
Nicole Farmer, MD 
NIH 

3:20-3:35PM: BREAK 

3:35-4:05PM: Overview of Current and Emerging Pharmacological Therapies for SCD 
Sebastian Mendez Marti, MD 
NHLBI 
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4:05-4:35PM:  Designing Clinical Trials: Challenges and Endpoints 
Kenneth Ataga, MD 
The University of Tennessee Health Science Center 

4:35PM: Conference closing remarks 
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