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I&C helps a diverse pool of extramural academic and small
business innovators accelerate the transition of their new and
promising discoveries into biomedical products that prevent,
diagnose, and treat heart, lung, blood, and sleep diseases and
disorders. I1&C provides pre-application advice to innovators,

I n n Ovati o n a n d offers product development support during funding periods,

and helps identify potential federal and private sector partners

Commercialization e e emoos ceoanen

I1&C coordinates and serves as a central point of contact
Off = I&C for the NHLBI Small Business Program, which includes
Ice ( Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) and
Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR) activities.
1&C also contributes to collaborative projects and initiatives

that support innovators and lends its expertise to other NHLBI
and NIH programs that work with them.
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Applicant Services

Potential applicants for Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) and Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR)
funding receive guidance on their funding proposals and answers to application questions.

The Innovator to Entrepreneur Program (ITEP) (https:/foresightst.com/niaiditepannouncement/) provides cohort-based training

to aspiring entrepreneurs needing assistance in areas of company launch, business strategy development, finance discovery,
IP protection, market research and company discovery. Innovators who have not been awarded an SBIR/STTR award may
apply to participate in ITEP, which is supported by NHLBI and the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID).

NHLBI Small Business Program (SBIR/STTR)

The NHLBI is interested in SBIR/STTR activities that advance the prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of heart, lung, blood,
and sleep disorders. Early (Phase ) and later (Phase ll) stage grants are available, as well as targeted opportunities (Phase IIB)
to support small market technologies and those preparing for commercialization:

SBIR/STTR Phase | and Phase Il Grants (with and without
clinical trials) are available through the Omnibus Solicitations
listed here:

SBIR (R43/R44):

PA-24-245 (Clinical Trial Not Allowed)
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/quide/pa-files/PA-24-245.html

PA-24-246 (Clinical Trial Required)
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-24-246.html

STTR (R41/R42):

PA-24-247 (Clinical Trial Not Allowed)
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/quide/pa-files/PA-24-247.html

PA-24-248 (Clinical Trial Required)
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-24-248.html

NHLBI also offers competing renewal Phase IIB SBIR
awards, which help previously funded Phase Il SBIR/STTR
awardees meet regulatory milestones and connect with
investors/strategic partners:

Small Market Awards to Accelerate the
Commercialization:

RFA-HL-26 —-015 (R44 - Clinical Trial Optional)
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-HL-26-015.html

Bridge Awards to Accelerate the
Commercialization:

RFA-HL-26-014 (R44 - Clinical Trial Optional)
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-HL-26-014.html

The NIH Small Business Education and Entrepreneurial Development (SEED) Office (https://seed.nih.gov/) coordinates
the NIH Small Business Program and is a resource for entrepreneurial education and product development services for all

NIH innovators.
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Awardee Resources

Academic and small business innovators currently funded with NHLBI SBIR/STTR awards may apply for the following
resources to advance their heart, lung, blood, and sleep innovations:

1&C’s Product Development Advisory Services for Awardees

Product Development Mentorship

Scientific, business, and investor experts help facilitate

the commercialization of innovations through Entrepreneurs-
in-Residence and/or mentor network consultations.

Pitch Coaching and Conference Support

Select NHLBI SBIR/STTR awardees receive conference
registration fee support, coaching to improve their business
development and pitch presentations, and opportunities to
spotlight innovations at conference “showcases.”

Opportunities for Supplements to Enhance Existing Awards

Innovation Corps (I-Corps™) at NIH Program
(https://seed.nih.gov/I-Corps-at-NIH ). Currently funded
SBIR/STTR Phase | grantees may apply to receive
supplemental awards that include an entrepreneurial
immersion course and support for travel and other training
program costs. The program fosters the development of
early-stage biomedical technologies, teaches researchers
how to gain a clearer understanding of the value of their
inventions in the marketplace, and educates researchers
about ways to move their technologies from the research lab
into the commercial world.

NIH Technical and Business Assistance (TABA)
Programs (https://seed.nih.gov/support-for-small-
businesses/technical-business-assistance-program). NHLBI
small business awardees may apply to these programs for help
in identifying and addressing their most pressing product
development needs. The programs offer funding, needs
assessments, and consulting services.

Concept to Clinic: Commercializing Innovation (C3i)
Program (https://www.nibib.nih.gov/research-program/c3i-
program). In this NIH program led by the National Institute of
Biomedical Imaging and Bioengineering (https://www.nibib.
nih.gov/), NIH-supported investigators may apply to participate
in one of three components: a 10-week online entrepreneurial
education platform, a 24-week in-depth entrepreneurial training
experience in validation/execution, or a 12-month product
development and business support acceleration program.

SBIR/STTR Commercialization Readiness Pilot
(CRP) Program Technical Assistance and Late
Stage Development.

SB1 - Clinical Trial Not Allowed
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/quide/pa-files/PAR-23-219.html

SB1 - Clinical Trial Required
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-23-220.html

The CRP program supports innovations that were
previously or are currently funded through SBIR/STTR
Phase Il and Phase IIB projects by helping transition
these projects to the commercialization stage. It does this
by providing additional support for technical assistance
and later-stage research and development not typically
supported through Phase II/1IB grants or contracts.
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Product and Business Development Resources

You Available to all, these videos offer guidance WWw I&C works closely with SBIR and STTR offices at
on a broad range of product and business other NIH institutes, offices, and centers, as well
Tube development topics (e.g., improving one’s as the NIH SEED group. To connect innovators to
business pitch, patent litigation) relevant to online resources that can help them translate their discoveries into
NHLBI innovators. Videos can be viewed by going to the biomedical products, these offices compiled a list of useful links
1&C’s playlist on NHLBI’s YouTube channel. with answers to common questions. Innovators can find an array
of information about protecting intellectual property, among other
Digital Education (videos): https://www.youtube.com/ topics, as well as relevant guidance documents and points of
playlist?list=PL_ntiNjc6Gvksm4mQxmGhOiHM946PXEu0 contact at the U.S. Food and Drug Administration.

Online Resources: https://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/grants-and-
training/small-business-program/sbir-sttr-resources

Support for Other NHLBI and NIH Programs

I1&C coordinates SBIR/STTR activities across NHLBI and lends its expertise to other programs that support academic and small
business innovators, including:

I&C initiated the NIH Centers for Accelerated
Innovations (NCAI) program (https://ncai.nhibi.nih.gov/
ncai) and manages the 2019 NIH Research Evaluation
and Commercialization Hubs (REACH 2.0). The I&C also
supports the 2023 REACH (REACH 3.0) program that is
managed by National Institute of General Medical Sciences
(NIGMS) (https://seed.nih.gov/programs-for-academics/
academic-entrepreneurship-and-product-development-
programs/reach). These programs help translate selected
academic discoveries into commercial products through
entrepreneurial training, feedback from federal and (https://www.nibib.nih.gov/research-
industry experts, funding to support early-stage product program/point-care-technologies-
definition studies, and project management support. ’ research-network).

Catalyze (https://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/
grants-and-training/funding-opportunities-
and-contacts/NHLBI-Catalyze-Program)

The Center for Advancing Point of
Care Technologies in Heart, Lung,
Blood, and Sleep Diseases (CAPCaT)
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